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oaie  IMitecL  States  imported  $512  ml  11,1  cm.  worth  of  livestock,  meat,  and  meat 
products,  excluding  wool,  during  1958»    This  was  78  percent  above  I957  larports 
and  97  percent  above  the  1951-55  average  •    The  most  important  factors  in  this 
sharp  rise  were  record  larports  of  meat  and  cattJje.    Exports,  at  $287  millicm, 
declined  25  percent  frcm  1957  levels  hut  rose  9  percent  from  the  1951-55 
average* 


O.S.  HET  TOADE  IH  LIVESTOCK, 
MEAT,  MD  MBAX  ISOCUCTS 
Net  e:^orts  (+) 
Net  In^rts  (-) 

Mimoo 

1955. 

  +  86.8 

1956. 

1957. 

1958. 

These  changes  moved  the  IMited  States 
from  a  net  exporter  of  $93«2  million 
of  livestock,  meat,  and  meat  products 
during  1957  to  a  net  :feaporter  of 
$225.2  million  In  I958.    Slaughter  of 
all  t^pes  of  livestock  was  dovn  in  the 
Uhited  States  during  1958*  Consequent 
Improved  prices  made  U.S.  expoirts  less 
attractive  on  world  markets  and  encoiir- 
aged  foreign  traders  to  move  supplies 
Into  the  lucrative  U.S.  market. 

The  outlcxjk  for  I959  is  for  a  slight 
reduction  in  Imports,  and  seme 
increase  in  exports,  thtis  narrowing 
the  present  one-quarter  bill  Ion-dollar 
trade  gap. 

Trade  higftij.p^t.g  during  I958  were: 
Record  Imports  of  low  grade  honeless 
heef  and  mutton  —  sharp  Incresises  in 
cattle  imports  —  growing  mohair 


TABLE  2. — LIVESTOCK,  MEAT,  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  exports  conrpaxed  with  production, 
average  1951-55,  annual  I958 


Commodity 

Average  I95I-55 

1  Qi;ft  1/ 

Exports  '  Production 

Exports 
compared 
with 
production 

.                     .  Exports 
compared 
Exports  •  Production  •  with 

!                     !  production 

Total  red  meat  and  meat  products. 

Cattle,  cal£,  and  kip  skins  (mil.  pes.) 
Sheep  and  lamb  skins                 "  " 

Million  :      Million  : 

pounds    :      pounds      :  Percent 

2/  38          12,885  0.3 
2/  84         10,775  0.8 

Million  :      Million  : 

pounds    :      pounds      :  Percent 

2/  33           14,550  0.2 
d/  od            10, 5*^5  0.0 
2/6              685  0.9 

2/124         24,339  0.5 

2/101            25,760  0.4 

18             207  8.7 
30          1,676  1.8 

14                79  17.7 
70            1,760  4.0 

172         26,222  0.7 

i        185           27,599  0.7 

555           2,618  21.2 
995           2,787  35.7 
4.7            36.9  12.7 
.6            15.0  4.0 
2               11  17.5 

\        387            2,458  15.7 
:     1,119            3,188  35.1 
:        8.5              37.9  22.4 
:        1.3              14.5  9.0 
:          13                17  77.2 

i/  Preliminary.    2/  Carcass-weight  equivalent  of  neat  and  animals  exported.    3/  Clean  basis. 

exports—  lower  lard  and  talloir  escports  —  variety  meat  exports  dovn  —  sharp 
drop  in  red  meat  exports  —  lower  liide  exports . 

The  1Q5Q  outlook: — Sharply  increased  variety  meat  exports  —  moderate 
increases  in  lard  and  t€LLlow  e^qports  —  continued  rises  in  mohair  shipnents  — 
level  hides  and  skins  exports  —  continued  heavy  meat  imports  —  reduced 
cattle  imports • 

Tables  1  and  2  illustrate  the  general  structure  of  U.S.  trade  in  livestock, 
meat,  and  meat  products,    lu  relation  to  total  U.S.  production,  imports  of 
cert€iin  skins  not  produced  in  great  quantity  in  this  country  are  quite  high. 
Next  come  imports  of  red  meat  i^hich  were  un\isua11y  heavy  during  I958.  Even 
with  a  5-percent  drop  in  U.S.  ccomercisLL  production  during  I958,  however, 
imports— counting  the  carcass-weight  equivalent  of  livestock  in^orted— were 
CHily  5*6  percent  of  total  U.S.  output.    live  cattle  liaports  accounted  for 
about  one-fourth  of  the  1,1^3  million  pounds  of  carcass  meat  imported  in  I958. 

Animal  byproducts  are  the  major  item  in  U.S.  livestock-meat  export  trade. 
IXaring  I958,  the  Ifeited  States  exported  77  percent  of  its  mohair  clip,  35 
percent  of  its  tallow  and  grease  production,  22  percent  of  the  cattle  hides, 
calf  and  kip  skins  produced,  and  h  percent  of  its  variety  meat  output. 
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TABI£  3.— LIVESTOCK,  MEAT,  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  ir^xDrts  compared  with  production, 
average  1951-55,  annusil  I958 


Commodity 

Average  1951-55 

1958  i/ 

Imports 
compared 
Imports  :  Production  •  vith 

!  production 

Imports     •  Production 

Iniwrts 
compared 
with 
production 

Ml  1  1  1  on  :      Mixj-ion  : 

povinds     :      pounds      :  Percent 

2/392         12,885  3.0 
2/131        10,775  1.2 
2/   2           679  0.3 

Million    :      Million  : 

povinds      :      pounds      :  Percent 

2/1,085        14,550  7.5 
2/    189       10,525  1.8 
2/     28            685  4.1 

Cattle,  calf,  and  kip  skins  (mil.  pes.) 
Goat  and  kid  skins                    "  " 
Sheep  and  lamb  skins                "  " 

^3/529        24,339  2.2 

2/3/1,443        25,760  5.6 

1.5  1,676  0.1 
1.4        2,618  0.1 

:  3.0  2,787  0.1 
2.9            36.9  7.9 

:         29.5  0.1   

20.9           15.0  139.3 

2.1  1,760  0.1 
:                0  2,458   

1.9  3,188  0.1 
:  1.3  37.9  3.4 
:  19.5  .2  — 
:           24.1           14. 5  166.2 

2j  Preliminary.  2/  Carcass -weight  equivalent  of  meat  and  live  animals  imported,  3/  Includes  meat  not  specified  as  to 
species. 


EXPORTS 

Inedi'ble  -K^iinv  qnd  grease  exports  during  I958  dropped  20  percent  belov  I957 
levels  to  1,119  million  poimds,  valued  at  $97 million.    Hovever,  they 
remained  above  the  1951-55  average.    The  drop  in  1958  resulted  from  hi^aer 
U.S.  prices  -v^ch  made  U.S.  tallow  less  attractive  on  the  world  market  and 
from  increased  competition  from  synthetic  detergents  in  Europe.  Nevertheless, 
tallow  and  greases  remained  the  largest  export  dollar  earner  for  the  U.S. 
livestock  industry  in  1958 • 

l£Lrd  exports  dropped  23  percent  to  387  million  pounds,  valued  at  $52.0 
mm  ion.    Higher  U.S.  prices,  resulting  from  a  ii— percent  drop  in  domestic 
production  plus  heavier  overseas  production  and  the  cessation  of  Pab3JLc  Law 
^♦-80  sales  for  foreign  ciirrencies,  accounted  for  most  of  this  drop.  Larger 
U.S.  production  in  1959  and  an  expected  slswikening  of  foreign  output  sure 
expected  to  result  in  larger  expoirbs.    The  outlook  is  obscured,  however,  by 
the  tendency  of  some  U.S.  foreign  markets  to  restrict  imports  to  protect 
their  domestic  hog  iadustry  or  to  encourage  vegetable  shortening  production. 
During  1958,  Cuba  and  the  IMited  Kingdom  took  80  percent  of  all  U.S.  lard 
exported. 

Hide  and  skin  exports  showed  diverse  trends  during  I958  with  cattle  hides 
and  calf  and  kip  skin  exports  dropping  and  sheep  and  laxnb  skin  exports  rising 
sli^tly.    The  value  of  these  exports  during  I958  dropped  to  $53.5-  million, 
18  percent  below  1957,  "but  still  59  percent  above  the  I95I-55  average.  Cattle 
hide  and  kip  skin  exports  fell  off  sharply  during  I958,  but  calf  skin  exports 
remained  hi^,  especially  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.    With  expected 
somev^t  higher  U.S.  production  and  reduced  output  in  A^ntina  in  1959, 
cattle  hide  exports  may  increase.    Increased  U.S.  prices,  however,  may  offset 
these  factors  and  hold  exports  down.    Major  U.S.  export  markets  for  hides  and 
skins  are  Japan,  the  Netherlands,  and  West  Germany. 


-  3  - 


TABI£  1^. —LIVESTOCK,  MEAT,  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:    Value  of  U.S.  exports, 
average  I95I-55,  annual  195^58 


1958 

as 

Commodity 

•  Average 

;  1951^ 

;  1955 

;  1956 

1957 

1958  i/ 

:       percent  of: 
1951-55  '.  1957 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

:  dollars 

:  fiv^ififs 

:  dolJ^irs 

:  dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

:  Pe^•ce^t  : 

Percent 

:  3,5^1^ 

:  3,956 

5,891 

23,144 

24,450 

4,269 

:  120 

17 

•        1  07'5 

P  ■5'?ft 

T  PPP 
X,  elcjl 

7/^'3 

:  39 

?  viin 

*      2  9I+O 

S.II+I+ 

2.846 

1  QS 

I4.  ^^PQ 

:  169 

ft  PR7 

Q  P^li 

P7  fiOk 

28,867 

y,oox 

:  117 

33 

X^Ori^  I 

:  2,210 

1   1  ft'^ 

1  1  nil 

x,px'»- 

1,268 

1  m  n 
X,  pxu 

:  68 

xxy 

Hams  and.  shoulders , 

,        D, UjO 

7  7^0 

ft  p 

Q  ^^Tft 

9,0x0 

i  159 

112 

3,826 

:  l,l+2lt 

906 

617 

1,233 

3,835 

:  100 

311 

Other  pork,  pickled,  salted. 

5,485 

5,904 

^,790 

i  5,055 

6,230 

1,949 

'.  Ill 
:  *+x 

31 

2/1,127 

801 

81+2 

74o 

2,224 

730 

:  65 

33 

2,5^1 

.  2,392 

2,432 

2,781 

8,103 

2,948 

:  116 

36 

17  np 

P7  /^7n 

pn  son 

100 

74 

Lamb  and  mutton  (except  canned).... 

293 

352 

223 

296 

671 

504 

:  172 

75 

Satisage,  bologna,  and  frankfurters: 

708 

886 

999 

1,701 

1,242 

7'3 
(5 

2,213 

2,893 

2,313 

2,090 

3,862 

1,085 

:  49 

28 

2,958 

3,601 

3,199 

3,089 

5,563 

2,327 

:  79 

42 

Meat  and  meat  products. 

885 

1,323 

752 

758 

1,722 

1,477 

167 

86 

160 

185 

187 

259 

502 

704 

440 

140 

■^p  •^nfi 

SI  4pi 

?x,  h-<:j. 

(t4  qqs 

107 

54 

2,631+ 

2,590 

2,617 

2,852 

1,970 

1,114 

42 

57 

6,382 

10,351^ 

13,183 

18,641 

18,671 

15,854 

248 

85 

Total  red  meat  and 

42,101 

^,151 

1+8,108 

72,fl4 

85,636 

52,231 

124 

61 

6,136 

3,80l+ 

4,298 

4,311 

6,930 

8,374 

\'r.  1 

Sausage  caising,  natural,  n.e.c.  ... 

3,139 

3,855 

4,252 

3,326 

3,244 

3,382 

108 

104 

Leu-d 

86,516 

ft^  ft7ft 
Oj,0(0 

76  n66 

( U  ^  WOO 

7Q  "^P^ 

52,020 

60 

70 

81,266 

92,516 

109,091 

122,889 

121,046 

97,376 

120 

80 

Hides  and  skins: 

32,1+05 

56,835 

54,657 

61,965 

50,633 

XpD 

82 

1,211 

832 

1,686 

2,261 

2,948 

2,739 

226 

93 

Total  hides  and  skins ....... 

'VK  616 

1+7  2'^8 

58  S21 

56  QI8 

64  Ql^ 

U^,  ^XJ 

5^.  -572 

159 

82 

1,980 

2,1+09 

6,168 

13,474 

11,840 

11,876 

600  . 

100 

Livestock: 

7,319 

9,586 

12,413 

9,966 

12,011 

7,946  • 

109 

66 

290 

4o9 

1,089 

743 

382  : 

143 

51 

110+ 

101 

383 

532 

261 

56  . 

39 

21 

262,1+85 

287,828 

319,769 

364,942 

381,077 

287,015  : 

109 

75 

i/  Preliminary,    g/  Hams  and  shoulders  included  in  "other  pork,  canned"  for  I95I,  4-year  average.    3/  Includes 
inedible  tallow,  inedible  animal  greases  and  fats,  inedible  animal  oils,  n.e.c,  neatsfoot  oil  and  stock,  oleic 
acid  or  red  oil,  and  stearic  acid. 
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TABLE  5. — LIVESTOCK,  MEAT,  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  exports,  product  weight  basis, 
average  I95I-55,  annual  195^^-58 


I95B 

as 

Commodity 

Average 
1951-55 

195^  ! 

1955 

1956  ; 

1957  ; 

1958  v 

percent  of: 

1951-55  :  1957 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

Beef  and  veal: 

pounds 

pounds  : 

pounds 

pounds  : 

pounds  ; 

pounds 

Percent  : 

Percent 

10,21+0 

13,015 

18,1+38 

68,843 

70,853 

6,811 

67 

10 

5,101 

6,287 

5,094 

4,693 

3,219 

1,703 

33 

53 

12,571 

II+,  522 

17,132 

15,755 

14,464 

16,258 

129 

112 

on  Qi  0 

1+0,661+ 

Aq  ?Q1 

?1l  77P 

89  28 

Pork : 

6,657 

7,904 

5,766 

7,303 

78 

127 

Hsuns  and  sh.ouJ.ders ,  cured 

X£;,UO  I 

-1- 1  ,  (PP 

XO, jUX 

159 

105 

3  180 

1,61+4 

^,  P-i-P 

13, 601 

71 

541 

Other  pork,  pickled,  salted. 

37,076 

42,053 

9,492 

30,037 

27,538 

33,115 

32 

29 

Hams  and  shoulders,  canned.... 

2/1,1+39 

932 

1,200 

1,052 

3,357 

921 

64 

27 

3,7^+0 

3,i^5 

3,772 

5,163 

14, 946 

3,799 

102 

25 

75,815 

52,893 

66,323 

75,571 

78,000 

54,248 

72 

70 

Lamb  and  mutton  (except  canned). 

629 

827 

1+26 

583 

1,313 

744 

118 

57 

Sausage,  bologna,  and 

frankfurters : 

1,81+3 

1,^17 

1,887 

2,326 

3,375 

2,168 

118 

64 

^565 

6,1+13 

5,492 

4,623 

6,525 

2,009 

44 

31 

Totsil  sausage,  etc  

6,1+08 

7,830 

7,379 

6,9^9 

9,900 

4,177 

65 

42 

Meat  and  meat  products, 

2,662 

l+,ll6 

2,61+8 

2,538 

5,029 

5,325 

200 

106 

332 

1+0I+ 

1+78 

607 

1,127 

1,659 

500 

147 

Total  red  meat  exports . . . 

113,758 

99,891+ 

117,918 

175,539 

183,905 

90,925 

80  49 

17,719 

16,328 

13, 505 

11,190 

7,246 

3,896 

22 

54 

30^50 

1+5,922 

69,536 

99,427 

91,179 

69,557 

228 

76 

Total  red  meat 

161,927 

162,11+4 

200,959 

286,156 

282, 330 

164,378 

102 

58 

Sausage  casing,  natural,  hog.... 

8,129 

5,859 

7,966 

7,339 

8,402 

8,279 

102 

99 

Sausage  casing,  natural,  n.e.c. 

8,708 

11,^57 

11,067 

10,881 

10,110 

8,4o8 

97 

83 

55*+,olD 

^d5,39( 

562,071 

oil, 394 

^\Jl.fCXjc. 

70 

77 

1 

995, 3 (D 

X,Xoy,c:CXL 

1, 30ii,?9r 

1, 501, d75 

X  ,  xxy , 

112 

80 

Hides  and  skins  (1,000  pieces): 

7,7iA 

9,431 

8,046 

9,813 

8,466 

178 

86 

602 

586 

847 

831 

1,354 

1,365 

227 

101 

Total  hides  and  skins « • • . 

A  ■a  an 

1  n  07A 
XU , ^ 1 0 

A  Aw 

XX, XD ( 

9,0  J  J. 

184 

88 

1,908 

2,536 

6,053 

11,835 

9,992 

13,210 

692 

132 

Livestock  (number ) : 

18,030 

21,252 

34,901 

36,860 

43,945 

25,582 

142 

58 

15,797 

11,589 

26,113 

60, 410 

36,029 

17,487 

111 

49 

1,871 

887 

4,378 

10,255 

3,907 

907 

48 

23 

i/  Preliminary.  2/  Hams  and  shoulders  included  in  "other  pork,  canned"  for  I95I,  4-year  average.  3/  Includes  inedible 
tallow,  inedible  animal  greases  and  fats,  inedible  animal  oils,  n.e.c,  neatsfoot  oil  and  stock,  oleic  acid  or  red  oil, 
and  stearic  acid. 
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TABLE  6. —LIVESTOCK,  MEAT,  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:    Value  of  U.S.  imports, 
average  1951-55,  annual  195^-58 


1958 

as 

Ccmmodity 

Average 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958  v 

percent  of: 

1951-55 

1957 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

doH^s 

dollars 

Percent  : 

Percent 

Beef  and  veal: 

Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  beef... 

13,000 

2,257 

1,623 

1,213 

8,453 

17,965 

138 

213 

Fresh,  chilled,  or  firozen  veal... 

889 

303 

91 

73 

1,402 

5,106 
30,694 

574 

364 

36,487 

28,813 

27,959 

20,285 

24,837 

84 

124 

9,984 

4,663 

896 

1,361 

1,640 
22,948 

1,200. 
?T;787 

12 

73 

5,855 

2,2^7 

5,048 

6,414 

1,670 

426 

Total  beef  and  veal. 


Pork: 

Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  

Hams,  shoulders,  and  bacon  2/ . . . . 
Other  pork,  pickled,  or  salted... 
Sausage,  except  fresh  


Total  pork. 


LaicOb,  mutton,  and  goat: 

Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  lanib... 
Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  mutton 
and  goat  


Total,  lamb,  mutton,  and  goat 


Other  meat,  canned,  prepared,  or 
preserved  


Total  red  meat  imports . 


Vsiriety  meats,  edible,  fresh,  or 
frozen  


Casings,  sheep,  lamb,  and  goat, 
Other  casings,  natural  


Lard  , 

Tallow  and  greases  4/, 


Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle,  calf,  and  kip. 

Goat  and  kid  

Sheep  and  lamb  


Total  hides  and  skins, 


Livestock: 

Cattle  

Sheep  and  lamb. 
Hogs  


Grand  total. 


66,215 

38,293 

35,617 

29,346 

59,280 

152,752 

231 

258 

10,689 

00, 
4,283 
568 

18,148 

9,620 
566 

15,410 
82  24o 
9^576 
518 

12,732 

8,326 
629 

10,379 
77  1  Us 

9,6l4 
760 

19,867 
y^f  u  1 J 
14,005 
1,082 

186 

327 
190 

191 
118 
146 
142 

84,089 

124,247 

107,744 

94, 576 

97,898 

125,827 

150 

129 

1,350 

436 

432 

230 

618 

1,941 

144 

314 

108 

25 

134 

94 

217 

3,570 

3,306 

1,645 

1,458 

461 

566 

324 

835 

5,511 

378 

660 

1,618 

1,676 

2,l4l 

2,223 

3/4,089 

3/32,508 

2,009 

795 

153,380 

164,677 

146,068 

126,469 

162,102 

316,598 

206 

195 

488 

156 

67 

20 

69 

491 

101 

712 

12,613 
2,786 

9,220 
3,001 

10,459 
2,655 

12,179 
2,871 

11,591 
4,112 

10,163 
4,201 

81 
151 

88 
102 

97 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

243 

205 

238 

1,129 

389 

166 

68 

43 

16,171 
25,090 
19,450 

4,961 
20,780 
16,975 

6,308 
24,022 
14,175 

7,188 
21,703 
23,410 

5,502 
14,861 
17,652 

6,667 
16,335 
19,124 

41 
65 
98 

121 

no 
108 

60,711 

42,716 

44,505 

52,301 

38,015 

42,126 

69 

111 

28,693 
160 
508 

16, 114 
49 
1,160 

28,530 
185 
258 

15,629 
98 
32 

70,934 
331 

326 

137,330 
732 
363 

479 
458 
71 

194 
221 
111 

259,679 

:  237,298 

232,966 

210,728 

287,869 

512,170 

197 

178 

i/  Preliminary,  g/  Includes  canned  hams  and  shoulders.  3/  Mostly  cured  and  salted  boneless  beef  from  Argentina. 
4/  Includes  edible  and  inedible  tallow,  oleo  oil  and  stearine,  animal  oils  and  fats,  n.e.c,  stearic  acid,  an1m1 
fats  and  greases,  n.e.c,  and  animal  oils. 
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TABI£  7.— LIVESTOCK,  MEAT,  AND  MEIAT  PRODUCTS:    U.S.  imports,  product  weight  basis, 
average  1951-55,  annual  I95U-58 


1958 

as 

Comnodity 

Average 

1954 

1955  : 

-  • 

1950  : 

1957  : 

1958  v 

percent  of: 

1951-55 

1951-55  : 

1957 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  • 

1,000  : 

1,000 

Beef  and  veal: 

pounds 

pounds 

pomds  : 

pounds  : 

pounds  . 

povmds 

Percent  : 

Percent 

Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  beef.. 

39,802 

7,520 

6,113 

5,140 

32,863 

58,880 

148 

179 

Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  veal.. 

1,833 

1,048 

275 

245 

4,878 

13,506 

737 

277 

109,309 

85,244 

87,120 

72,727 

95,265 

113,437 

104 

119 

33,375 

23,234 

5,231 

8,304 

10,843 

6,144 

18 

57 

18,231 

8, 646 

19,775 

25,444 

88,635 

285,854 

1,^68 

323 

12s  6Q2 

118, 5l4 

111,860 

232,484 

477  821 

236 

206 

Pork: 

27,232 

44,746 

41,745 

32,962 

23,081 

51,133 

188 

ppp 

Hams,  shovilders,  and  bacon  ^ 

8l4.,209 

112,774 

107, 348 

94,605 

96,976 

111,064 

132 

115 

5,881+ 

12,4o4 

12,584 

11,119 

12,085 

19,228 

327 

159 

626 

603 

562 

709 

888 

1,325 

212 

149 

1  70  'i?7 

2_Q2  750 

155 

137 

Lamb,  mutton,  and  goat: 

Fresh,  chilled,  or  frozen  lanib.. 

3,389 

1,789 

1,426 

810 

1,796 

6,802 

:  201 

379 

677 

278 

826 

562 

1,747 

17,174 

:  2,537 

983 

Total  lamb,  mutton,  and  goat 

4,066 

2,067 

2,252 

1,372 

3,543 

23,976 

:  590 

677 

Other  meat,  canned,  prepared. 

4,234 

4,613 

5,303 

5,532 

:2/l5,l8o 

3/l4l,4o2 

:  3,34o 

932 

■  328,801 

302,899 

288,308 

258,159 

384,237 

825,949 

:  251 

215 

variety  meats,  eoLiDie,  xresn.. 

1,519 

605 

268 

98 

330 

2,127 

:  l4o 

Caisings,  sheep,  lamb,  and  goat.... 

4,995 

5,083 

4,660 

5,540 

4,995 

4,858 

:  97 

97 

8,629 

9, 359 

8,083 

8,877 

11,  W-O 

ll,4l0 

:  132 

98 

1,361 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

:  3,000 

:  3,737 

3,293 

1,666 

5,204 

1,912 

64 

37 

Hides  and  skins  (1,000  pieces): 

2,879 

1,632 

1,783 

1,537 

1,532 

1,324 

46 

86 

29,508 

.  25,231 

28,504 

27,004 

20,292 

19,549 

66 

96 

.  20,899 

.  20,586 

22,575 

26,973 

22,155 

24,066 

115 

109 

53,286 

47,449 

52,862 

55,514 

43,979 

44,939 

84 

102 

Livestock  (number): 

.  195,616 

86,056 

314,377 

159,359 

727,853 

1,152,407 

589 

158 

4,921 

1,480 

7,640 

3,158 

17,832 

39,769 

808 

223 

.  12,319 

30,717 

6,588 

382 

686 

9,094 

74 

1,326 

i/  Preliminary.      2/  Includes  canned  hams  and  shoulders.     3/  Mostly  cured  and  salted  boneless  beef  from  Argentina. 
4/  Includes  edible  and  inedible  tallow,  oleo  oil  and  stearine,  animal  oils  and  fats,  n.e.c,  stearic  acid,  animal 
fats  and  greases,  n.e.c,  and  animal  oils.     ^  200-poand  equivalent. 
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Variety  laeat  exports,  at  70  million  pounds,  "were  2k  percent  below  1957 • 
Increased  prices  cut  the  drop  in  value  to  $15  •9  million,  only  15  percent  below 
1957 •    Variety  meat  exports  have  increased  sharply  in  recent  years,  and  I958 
exports  were  still  128  percent  above  the  I95I-55  average  •    Exports  recovered 
shaarply  during  the  second  half  of  1958^         ^  1959  are  expected  to  regain 
1957  levels.    West  Geimany  and  the  Netherlands  took  75  percent  of  U.S.  variety 
meat  exports. 

Mohair  exports  continued  a  steady  upward  trend  in  1958,  rising  32  percent 
above  1957  to  over  13  million  pounds.    Diese  exports,  valued  at  $11.9  million, 
were  592  percent  above  the  195I-55  average*    Prior  to  1953*  U.S.  exports  were 
insignificant.    Exports  during  1959  are  expected  to  continue  high. 

r.^fpf^  exports  remained  about  level  in  1958.    Increased  prices  caused  an 
increase  in  the  value  of  casings  exported. 

IMPORTS 

Inrports  of  all  types  of  red  meat  rose  sharply  during  I958  to  826  million 
pounds,  valued  at  $316.6  million.    Most  of  these  large  inrports  were  of  bone- 
less beef  and  mutton.    Slightly  reduced  supplies  of  cattle  caused  farmers  to 
hold  back  cows  from  slaughter  to  build  up  herds.    Also,  other  animals  which 
would  normal  1  y  have  been  slaughtered  as  canners  and  cutters  were  fed  out  to 
utilize  large  grain  supplies.    Slaughter  of  cutter  and  canner  cattle  fell 
from  17  percent  of  total  slaughter  in  1957  to  12  percent  ±a  1958.    The  conse- 
quent sharp  increase  in  prices  of  low  grade  meat  encouraged  foreign  exporters, 
especially  in  New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  Argentina,  to  increase  their  ship- 
ments to  the  IMited  States. 

This  movement  of  meat  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  can  be  expected  to 
continue  for  some  time.    Trade  ccaitauits  have  been  made,  refrigerated  cargo 
ships  have  been  shifted  from  the  European  run,  and  peicking  plants  in  both 
countries  have  been  modified  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  U.S.  aarket.    IXie  to 
the  sharp  reduction  expeci:ed  in  Argentine  beef  production,  imports  of  lightly 
salted  boneless  beef  from  that  country  can  be  expected  to  slacken  during  1959 • 
An  expected  shortage  of  beef  in  the  Iftiited  Kingdom  during  1959  will  be  likely 
to  increase  prices  there  and  attract  seme  of  the  exports  which  would  ol^her- 
wise  go  to  the  Iftiited  States.    This,  however,  is  not  expected  to  offset  the 
positive  factors  which  have  alresidy  been  set  in  motion. 

Cattle  Imports  also  rose  sharply  to  over  1  million  head— a  new  record.  Over 
80  percent  of  i^hese  animals  were  feeders  bou^t  by  U.S.  farmers  to  convert 
their  abundant  feed  supplies  into  meat.    Imports  from  Canada  are  expected  to 
drop  sharply  in  1959>  while  Imports  from  Msxico  are  expected  to  remain  high. 
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